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Bibliography for Ancestral Modern: Australian Aboriginal Art from the Kaplan & Levi 
Collection 
Prepared by Traci Timmons, SAM Librarian 
 
Resources for Adults: The Dorothy Stimson Bullitt Library 
Books and videos are available in the Bullitt Library (Seattle Art Museum, Fifth Floor, South 
Building). 
 

1. EXHIBITION CATALOGUE: Ancestral Modern: Australian Aboriginal Art: Kaplan & Levi 
Collection. Pamela McClusky et al. Seattle: New Haven; London: Seattle Art Museum; 
Yale University Press, 2012. N 7401 M33 A73. 
 

2. Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Art: Collection Highlights from the National Gallery of 
Australia. Canberra, Australian Capital Territory: National Gallery of Australia, 2010. N 
7401 C27 2010. 

 
3. Aboriginal Art. Wally Caruana. New York: Thames and Hudson, 1993. DCT N 7401 C2. 

 
4. Aboriginal Art. Howard Morphy. London: Phaidon, 1998. N 7401 M67. 

 
5. Aboriginal Art Papers. Pamela Z. McClusky et al. Various Publishers, 2005. DCT N 7400 

M33. This is a gathering of a number of articles on Australian Aboriginal art gathered 
by SAM Docents. 
 

6. Aboriginal Artists of the Western Desert: A Biographical Dictionary. Vivien Johnson. 
Roseville East, NSW: Craftsman House: Distributed by Craftsman house in association 
with G+B Arts, 1994.N 7401 J65. 
 

7. Aboriginal Title and Indigenous Peoples: Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. Louis 
A. Knafla and Haijo Jan Westra. Vancouver: UBC Press, c2010. K 3248 L36 A93. 

 
8. Ancestral Connections: Art and an Aboriginal System of Knowledge. Howard Morphy. 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1991. DU 125 M67 A6. 
 

9. Art + Soul: A Journey into the World of Aboriginal Art. Hetti Perkins. Carlton, Victoria: 
Miegunyah Press, 2010. N 7401 P37. 

 
10. Art + Soul: A Journey into the World of Aboriginal Art (video). Hetti Perkins. Sydney, 

New South Wales: ABC, 2010. VIDEO N 7401 P37. 
 

11. Art from the Land: Dialogues with the Kluge-Ruhe Collection of Australian Aboriginal 
Art. Howard Morphy et al. Charlottesville: University of Virginia, 1999. ND 1101 A78. 
 

12. The Art of George Milpurrurru. Gladys Getjpulu et al. Canberra: National Gallery of 
Australia, 1993. ND 1105 M55. 

 
13. Art of Utopia. Elizabeth Fortescue. Gelenelg, South Australia: Boomerang Art, 2008. N 

7401 F6. 
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14. Art on a String: Aboriginal Threaded Objects from the Central Desert and Arnhem 

Land. Louise Hamby. Sydney: Object-Australian Centre for Craft and Design: Centre 
for Cross-Cultural Research, 2001. NK 3650.5 A82 C464. 

 
15. Australian Aboriginal Art as a Guide to Sacred Places (video). Pamela Z. McClusky. 

Seattle: Seattle Art Museum, 2010. VIDEO N 7401 M33. 
 

16. Australian Art. Andrew Sayers. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001. DCT N 7400 S2. 
 

17. Australian Art (video). Pamela Z. McClusky. Seattle: Seattle Art Museum, 2009. VIDEO 
N 7401 M35 2009. 

 
18. Australian Dreaming: 40000 Years of Aboriginal History. Jennifer Isaacs. Sydney, New 

South Wales: Ure Smith Press, 1992. DU 122 W6 I8. 
 

19. Australia's Aboriginal Heritage. Jean A. Ellis. North Blackburn, Vic.: Collins Dove, 1994. 
GN 665 E55. 
 

20. Australia's Living Heritage: Arts of the Dreaming. Jennifer Isaacs. Sydney; New York: 
Lansdowne, 1984. N 7401 I82. 

 
21. Beyond Sacred: Recent Paintings from Australia's Remote Aboriginal Communities. 

Melbourne, Victoria: Hardie Grant, 2008. N 7401 L29. 
 

22. Beyond the Pale: Contemporary Indigenous Art: 2000 Adelaide Biennial of Australian 
Art, Art Gallery of South Australia. Adelaide, S. Aust.: Art Gallery, c2000. N 7401 A54 
2000. 

 
23. Bush Food: Aboriginal Food and Herbal Medicine. Jennifer Isaacs. Sydney, New South 

Wales: Lansdowne, 1987. DU 120 F7 I77. 
 

24. Clifford Possum Tjapaltjarri. Vivien Johnson. Adelaide: Art Gallery of South Australia, 
2003. ND 1105 P6. 

 
25. Contemporary Aboriginal Art: A Guide to the Rebirth of an Ancient Culture. Susan 

McCulloch. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1999. N 7401 M38. 
 

26. Country Culture Community: An Education Kit for the Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander 
Collection. Sydney, New South Wales: Art Gallery of New South Wales, 2009. DCT N 
7401 J76. 

 
27. Crossing Country: The Alchemy of Western Arnhem Land Art (video). Sydney, New 

South Wales: Art Gallery of New South Wales, 2004. VIDEO N 7401 A7 A68. 
 

28. Dollar Dreaming: Inside the Aboriginal Art World. Ben Gennochio. Prahran, Victoria: 
Hardie Grant, 2008. N 7401 G46. 
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29. Dreaming Their Way: Australian Aboriginal Women Painters. Britta Konau. Washington, 
DC: National Museum of Women in the Arts, 2006. N 7401 K66. 

 
30. Dreamings of the Desert: Aboriginal Dot Paintings of the Western Desert: Art Gallery of 

South Australia, Adelaide. Vivien Johnson. Adelaide, South Australia: Art Gallery of 
South Australia, 1996. N 7401 J65 D74. 

 
31. Dreamings: The Art of Aboriginal Australia. Peter Sutton. New York: G. Braziller in 

association with Asia Society Galleries, 1988. N 7401 D74. 
 

32. Dreamings: The Art of Aboriginal Australia (video). Lindfield, New South Wales: Film 
Australia, c1988. VIDEO N 7401 D74 M45. 

 
33. Emily Kame Kngwarreye: Utopia, the Genius of Emily Kame Kngwarreye. Tokyo: 

Yomiuri Shinbun Tokyo Honsha, 2008. ND 1105 K59 T86. 
 

34. Emplaced Myth: Space, Narrative, and Knowledge in Aboriginal Australia and Papua 
New Guinea. Alan Rumsey. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 2001. GN 666 R86. 
 

35. The Eye of the Storm: Eight Contemporary Indigenous Australian Artists. Canberra: 
National Gallery of Australia, 1997. N 7401 A89 E9. 

 
36. The First Australians: The Untold Story of Australia (video). Sydney, New South Wales: 

SBS, 2008. VIDEO GN 666 P36 2008. 
 

37. A Fragile Balance: The Extraordinary Story of Australian Marsupials. C.R. Dickman. 
Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 2007. QL 737 M3 D53. 
 

38. How Aborigines Invented the Idea of Contemporary Art: Writings on Aboriginal 
Contemporary Art. Ian McLean et al. Sydney, N.S.W.: Institute of Modern Art and 
Power Publications, c2011. ND 1460 A89 H69. 
 

39. Icons of the Desert: Early Aboriginal Paintings from Papunya. Roger Benjamin. Ithaca, 
NY: Cornell University Press, 2009. ND 1105 P36 B36. 

 
40. Images of Power: Aboriginal Art of the Kimberley. Judith Ryan. Melbourne, Victoria: 

National Gallery of Victoria, 1993. N 7401 R9 I6. 
 

41. Kathleen Petyarre: Genius of Place. Christine Nicholls. Kent Town, South Australia: 
Wakefield Press, 2001. ND 1105 P485 N43. 
 

42. Ken Thaiday Snr: The Sea, the Feather and the Dance Machine (video). South Yarra, 
Vic.: Creative Cowboy Films, c2011. VIDEO N 7401 S67. 
 

43. Kitty Kantilla. Judith Ryan. Vict, A.T.: Australia National Gallery: James Bennet, 2007. N 
7405 K35. 
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44. Land Marks. Judith Ryan. Melbourne, Victoria: Council of Trustees of the National 
Gallery of Victoria, 2006. N 7401 R92. 

 
45. Land Nation People: Stories from the National Museum of Australia. Canberra, 

Australian Capital Territory: National Museum of Australia Press, 2004. N 3916 N38 2004. 
 

46. Lin Onus. Melbourne, Victoria: Savill Galleries, 2003. ND 1105 O58 S28.   
 

47. Materials and Techniques in Aboriginal Art (video). Gloria Morales. Seattle: Seattle Art 
Museum, 2007. VIDEO N 7401 M67. 

 
48. McCulloch's Contemporary Aboriginal Art: The Complete Guide. Susan McCulloch. 

Fitzroy, Victoria: McCulloch & McCulloch Australian Art Books, 2008. ND 1101 M37. 
 

49. The Native Born: Objects and Representations from Ramingining, Arnhem Land. 
Sydney: Ramingining: Museum of Contemporary Art; In association with Bula'bula Arts, 
[between 1997 and 2001]. N 7401 N38. 

 
50. Native Title Business: Contemporary Indigenous Art: A National Travelling Exhibition. 

Southport, Queensland: Keeaira Press, 2002. N 7401 N385. 
 

51. One Sun One Moon: Aboriginal Art in Australia. Hetti Perkins. Sydney, New South 
Wales: Art Gallery of New South Wales, 2007. N 7401 P37. 

 
52. One Sun, One Moon: Lessons from Australian Aboriginal Art (video). Pamela Z. 

McClusky. Seattle: Seattle Art Museum, 2007. VIDEO N 7401 M35. 
 

53. Our Way: Contemporary Aboriginal Art from Lockhart River. Sally Butler. St. Lucia, Qld.: 
University of Queensland Press, 2007. N 7401 B98. 

 
54. Outback Art: The Gold Rush (video). Ekow Eshun. London: British Universities Film and 

Video Council, 2008. VIDEO N 7401 E85. 
 

55. Paddy Bedford: Crossing Frontiers. Georges Petitjean. Utrecht: AAMU--Museum of 
Contemporary Aboriginal Art; Heule, Belgium: Snoeck, 2009. ND 1105 B43 A4. 

 
56. The Painters of the Wagilag Sisters Story, 1937-1997. Wally Caruana. Canberra, 

Australian Capital Territory: National Gallery of Australia, 1997. N 7401 C27. 
 

57. Painting Country (video). Civic Square, Australian Capital Territory: Ronin Films, 2000. 
VIDEO ND 1101 I64. 

 
58. Painting Culture: The Making of an Aboriginal High Art. Fred R. Myers. Durham NC: 

Duke University Press, 2002. N 7401 M9. 
 

59. Papunya: A Place Made After the Story: The Beginnings of the Western Desert Painting 
Movement. Geoff Bardon. Carlton, Victoria: Miegunyah Press, 2004. ND 1105 P36. 
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60. Papunya Painting: Out of the Desert. Canberra, Australian Capital Territory: National 
Museum of Australia Press, 2007. N 7401 P377. 

 
61. Possessions: Indigenous Art, Colonial Culture. Nicholas Thomas. New York: Thames 

and Hudson, 1999. N 5313 T56. 
 

62. Rainbow, Sugarbag and Moon: Two Artists of the Stone Country: Bardayal 
Nadjamerrek and Mick Kubarkku. Margie K. C. West. Darwin: Museum & Art Gallery of 
the Northern Territory, 1995. ND 1101 W44. 
 

63. rarrk: John Mawurndjul: Journey Through Time in Northern Australia. John Mawurndjul. 
Belair, S. Australia: Crawford House Publishing, c2005. ND 2901 M39 R37. 

 
64. Remembering Forward: Paintings of Australian Aborigines since 1960. Kasper König. 

London: Paul Holberton Publishing, 2010. N 7401 K68. 
 

65. Ricky Maynard: Portrait of a Distant Land. Sydney, New South Wales: Museum of 
Contemporary Art, Sydney, 2008. TR 647 M315. 
 

66. Roads Cross: The Paintings of Rover Thomas. Kim Akerman et al. Canberra, ACT: 
National Gallery of Australia, c1994. ND 1105 T48. 
 

67. True Stories: Artists of East Kimberley (video). Sydney, N.S.W.: Art Gallery of New South 
Wales, c2004. VIDEO ND 1101 T78. 

 
68. Sacred Australia: Post-Secular Considerations. New Delhi, India: Aditya Prakashan, 

2010. BL 2610 S23. 
 

69. Spirit Country. Jennifer Isaacs. South Yarra, Victoria: Hardie Grant, 1999. N 7401 I83. 
 

70. Spirit in Land: Bark Paintings from Arnhem Land in the National Gallery of Victoria. 
Melbourne, Victoria: The National Gallery of Victoria, 1990. N 7401 R9. 

 
71. Stories: Eleven Aboriginal Artists. Sydney, New South Wales: Craftsman House, 1997. N 

7401 B76 S76. 
 

72. Urban Dingo: The Art and Life of Lin Onus, 1948-1996. Margo Neale. Sydney, NSW: 
Craftsman House in association with Queensland Art Gallery, 2000. ND 1105 O58. 
 

73. Utopia: The Genius of Emily Kame Kngwarreye. Canberra: National Museum of 
Australia Press, 2008. ND 1105 K59 N32. 

 
74. Wild Australasia (video). Sydney, New South Wales: ABC DVD: Roadshow 

Entertainment, 2004. VIDEO QH 196.8 W55 2004. 
 

75. Women of Utopia (video). Sydney: Produced by Film Australia for the National 
Aboriginal Employment Development Committee, 1984. VIDEO N 7401 W66. 
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76. Written in the Land: The Life of Queenie McKenzie. Jennifer Joi Field. Melbourne: 
Melbourne Books, 2008. N 7401 F54. 
 

We have many additional videos as well that may be view in the Dorothy Stimson Bullitt 
Library, Fifth Floor, Seattle Art Museum. Videos may be viewed Wednesday through Friday 
10am – 4pm. Please check our website for schedule changes:  
http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/Learn/Library/SAM.asp.  


